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Focus

Most students in Indiana learn aboul pio-
neers who setiled the state. Few students, how-
ever, have learned that some of those ploneers
were black.

This Issue of the Indiana Junior Historian
foeuses on the free black settlers who lounded
settlements throughout the state. Blacks also
came to established cities and towns in Indiana,
especially those along the Ohio River., in the early
years of the nineteenth century.

The basis for much of this issue is a remark-
able collection of family history—the Roberls
Seltlement Collection—donated by Dr. Carl G,
Roberts, to the Library of Congress in 1944. Dr.
Roberts is the grandson of Elijah Roberts, whois
noted on the family tree on page 7.

Dr. Roberis  work in transcribing and anno-
tating documents and in compiling the family
iree has created an invaluable resource. The
placement of the collection in a public institu-
tion, to assure freée access, 1S a strong recogni-
tion of the importance of the individual o our
understanding of our past.

The map on the cover shows the names and
locations of many rural black seltlements that

Cracrtassy Walley arel Badah Edusands and the frefians Histoneal Soclefy

have been documented. It provides a starting
point for your investigations. Has there been a
black settlement in your area?

Page 3 provides an overview of why blacks
settled in Indiana. The black settlement near
Madison, deseribed in the 1830s by an English
traveler, is probably typical of many such com-
mumnities.

The letter on page 4 is a piece of evidence
that a historian can use Lo build a deseription of
the conditions and attitudes that existed during
this period.

On page 5 we have provided some clues to
the process of research into your own local black
history.

You have a chance on pages 6 and 7 to work
with more primary sources. The Roberts family
tree s combined with excerpts from documents
related to the people on the family tree.

The presentation on page B introduces an
element of Indiana history that can provide a
valuable resource. The Negro Registers that re-
sulted [rom the exclusion clause in our 1851
Conslitlution are important sources for black
history. Any that still exist should be located and
made available. Does your county have any? Let
us know aboul your investigations.

Indiana's black settlers—and citizens of all
nationalities—have been, and are, key elements
of our history and our future. “Against All Odds”
on page 9 brieflly demonstrates that a common
thread exists among all people.

“HOME FREE" on page 10 is a board game
that provides some key Information about the
history of Indiana and the Roberts family. Add
your own research to the game or Lo a limeline
constructed from the cards.

More research and resources are needed for
Indiana black history. You can help by pursuing
your local history. Please let us know what you
find. We will be reporting results In our Indiana
History Bulletin. We want to include your accom-
plishments in local history research.

Ex-slaves whose descendants seftied in Lost Creek
Sertlement, near Termre Houle, Indiana. Laft, Frank and
Allee Maxwell; right, Wiley and Ellza Edusands,

Thetr descendants still live tn Lost Cresk Towunship.
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Black Settlements in Indiana

During the years from 1820
through 1850, black pioneers
helped Lo settle Indiana and other
areas of the former Northwest Ter-
ritory. Many were [ree black larm-
ers and landowners from Virginia
and North Carolina who helped Lo
build at least thirty black farming
communities in Indiana. !

These farmers and their fami-
lies left the South because free-
doms were being taken from them,
and they were afraid for their
safety. Laws passed in North Caro-
lina in the early 1800s restricted
free blacks from moving across
state and county lnes and allowed
free black children to be taken
from parents and bound out as
servants, After the 1820s, white
North Caroliniams discouraged
education for free blacks, An 1831
law prohibited free blacks [rom
preaching, Laws in Virginia also
began resiricting free blacks.

In addition, land was becom-
ing scarce in North Caralina, Vir-
ginia, and other parts of the South,
As [amilies grew, fathers had fewer
acres bo pass on tosons and grand-
sons.  Many people—black and
white—began looking for new,
cheap lands farther west,

Black settlers chose to move
to the Ohio frontier, particularly
Ohio and Indiana, because the
states formed under the 1787
Morthwest Ordinance were [ree
states. Indiana and Ohiowere also
near southern slave stales mak-
ing escape lo freedom ecasier.
Many Quaker families lived in In-
diana. They were more tolerant of
blacks and were oflen good neigh-
bors to new black settlers.<

in the 1820s and 1830s in
Indiana, much of the land was
owned by the United States. Any
settler could purchase this land
for §1.25 per acre by filing a claim

at the closest land office and pay-
ingcash, Indiana began to fill with
sefilers, first in the south, and
then progressing northward,

By 1850, Indiana's popula-
tion reached 988.416. Blacks
made up only 1.14 % [11,262) of
Indiana’s population. Only Ohio,
in the former Northwest Terribory,
had a larger percentage of black
residents. At this same time, 95,5
% of all Hoosiers lived on farms,
Only 4.5 % of the population lived
in towns and cities.?

Motes
Wincent. “African-Americans, " p. 3.
ZGregory 5. Rose, “The Distribu-

tion of Indianas Ethnic and Raclal
Minorities In 1850, Indiana Maga-
zine qf Hislory, Yol. 87 (September
1231), p. 246.

Iponald B. and Wynell 5. Dodd,
Historlcal Stafistics of the United
States, 1790-1970 [University, Ala-
bama: Undversity of Alabama Press,
1976), Vol. 2, p. 6.

An Englishman, E.S. Abdy
recorded his experiences in Jour-
nal of a Residence and Tour in the
Uniler] States of North America,
from April, 1833 to October, 1834
(London; John Murray, 1835),
Vol. 2,

Included in his tourwas Madi-
son, Indiana; on pages 365-67, he
describes a black farming com-
munity four miles from Madison,

. . . The next day I set off, on
[foot, for the colong—the existence
of which I had never before heard
af. On arriving af the first house,
which belonged o a man of the
name of Croshy, | was receiverd
with civility, but some little
coldness by his wife, till ] in-
Jormed her that [ was an English-
marn . . .. They had come_from

Kentucky, she said, about thir-
teen years before; and, at first,
had been well received and well
trected; bul for the last three or
[four years, they had "met with so
meech scorn and disdain,” that
she began o regrel she had ever
[eft her native place, though she
hacd been exposed there to the
risk of losing her children, many
int the neighborhood having been
carried off to the south by kid-
nappers. She and her husband
had lately been 80 much pestered
and plagued by the whites with
offers, and all soris of induce-
menl, o give up their faorm, and
go to Liberia, that they 1were
almost tired out . . . .

The setilers are from Vir-
ginia and Kentucky. Some are
liberated slaves—others hape

bought their own_freedom, and
the rest were originally freemen.
Their number amounis (o 128,
making elepen families, which
are rapidly increasing. The
colony extends a mile and a half
in length, and half a mile in
breadih, They grow wheat, and
rye. and hemp, and a little
fobaceo, Crosby has two farms,
consisting of 137 acres, about
one-fourth of which is under
cultivation, He had raised, the
year before, 300 bushels of oats
and 140 gf wheat. His stock was
composed of six milch cows, four
horses, and other animals,
making in all fifteen head, There
were gight or ten hives of bees
near the house, He had eight
children.,
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Long Jim’s Letter to Willis, 1830

This excerpl is from a letler written soon
after February 15, 1830 by Long James Roberts,
from Monroe County, Indiana to his cousin
Wwillis Roberts, in Beech Settlement, Rush County.

In 1829 the cousins and their families moved
to Indiana from North Carolina. Willis became
homesick and wanted to take his family back to
North Carolina. This plan caused Long Jim Lo
write this passionate plea to Willis, reminding
him of the grave dangers that could befall his
family.

Willis apparently returned to North Caro-
lina alone for a visit in the summer of 1830 and
eame back to Indiana in the late fall.

Soiroe:  Card G, Roberts notes to the Roberts Setflerment
Collection. copies, Indiana Division, Indiana State Library.

You Become the Historian

« Carefully read the excerpt. Sometlmes hislortans have
a difficult time reading old documents because of the
style of writing: note that many of the words were spelled
phonetically, as they were heard.

+ Based on your reading in this issue of the LIH. why 1s
Long Jim womred about taking the children o North
Carolina®

. .. it seams veary plaine o me thate you are
now A going to mak one of the woste moves
that you ever mad in many ways the first is
thate you are A taking your Cildren to and old
Country that is wore oul and to Slaive one . . .
I thinke it the Best fore me when I am owl of
Such a County (o stay A way and [ want you
as my friend to Lok af thies thinges and re-
member how times hase altered Sence you
Could remember and to thinke thate you are

A going to take youre Small Children o thate
place and . . . how Sune you may Be taken A
way frome them , . . [ would not this night if 1
had Children take them to Such a place and
thare to Stay fore the Best fiv farmes in 3 miles
Round whare we Come_frome fore | think that I
Should Be going to Sum thing to Bringe them to
See trobble and not enjoy ther Selves as A free
man . .. when I think af it I cante tell how
enny man of Couller Can thinke of going thare
with Small Children it hase bin my intension
ever Since I had nolieg of Such if I Lived to Be
A man if god wose wiling I would lear Such a
place . . .

Help Willis Return To
North Carolina

Long Jim's letter ends with a
waybill, or a list of 45 lowns thal
Willis should travel through to get io
MWorth Carolina. Only a few of the
iowns have been used here,

» Look carefully at the map. Trace
ihe route that Willis took., Can you
iddentify the states inwhich the towns
are placed?

« Why doyou think Long.Jim wanted
Willis Lo lravel in the northern siates

as long as he could?
» As an extra research riddle, takea | ©.7°
loak at the town of Wheeling. What |~
siate was Wheeling in at this tme? | )
Where woulld vou go (o find this type T |
of informmation? Z

& Copyright Indinne Historcal Bumau 1683



The People Behind the Facts

The job of a historian is to find and present the
facts ol history and what those facts mean—research,
wriling, and interpretation, Hard work and good luck
are important parts of doing good history, The infor-
mation about the Roberis family in this issue of the
Irndinmna Jurior Historian is availahle because at least
iwo historians worked o lind, collect, and record all
possible information about the Roberts families’ seftle-
ments in Indiana.

Dr, Carl G, Roberts was lucky that some of his
relatives had saved family papers from grandparents
and great-grandparenis, He collected his lamily let-
ters and records, and he interviewed relatives who
remembered the earlier fimes, Dr. Roberts knew that
these family records provided iImporiant facts about
black families in early Indiana, and he knew that
other historians would want to have access lo his
family information. Dr. Roberts, therefore, gave his
Roberts family papers to the Library of Congress in
Washington, D, C

Stephen Vincent, former black history archivist
al the Indiana Historical Society, hecame interested
in the Roberis family history. When he went to
graduate aschool in history, he chose the Roberts
family as the subject for his doctoral disseriation.

Vineent wvsed the Roberts collection in the Li-
brary of Congress and copies of it available in the
Indiana Division of the State Library. He checked the
information [rom the Roberis collection using other
records [rom the earky 1800s. He read county histo-
ries, He located L1, 5. governmenl land sale records in
MNorth Carolina and Indiana to determine who owned
the land. He located church attendance records and
cemeteries to check hirth and death dates. He read
census reports and looked at old county maps.

AsVineen! gathered inlormation aboul the Rab-
erts family, he also noted information about what it
was like o be a [ree black living in Norith Carolina and
Indiana in the early 1BD0s. Putting all the informa-
tion ogether helped Vincent better undersiand the
Roberts lamily and how they lived in Indiana.

Searching lor historical information can be both
exciting apd frustrating. Sometimes historians can-
not [ind the answers to their guestions. Families often
throw away old letters and papers, and many court-
houses with their records have burmed down. Some-
times family records are in a basement or altic but ane
not aocessible to histortans.

CHten facts rom different sources do nol agree,

Historians thenm must ook for more sources to com-

pare information. Often, no more nformation is
found. Then, hisforians must carelully assess the
avallable information and make reasonable conclua-
sions withoul having all the answers. When (he
conclusions are written, other historians can read
and debate them, often providing more information to
help answer questions.,

This issue presents information and sources
about free blacks in Indiana, but it is very limited in
scope,. More information is needed from all paris of
the siale.

YOU Can Be a Hislorian

You can be a historian and search lor information
about the history of blacks in your county or community.
Where would you look?
= Your local Hbrary will have published histories of your
county.
= |5 there a local historical soclely in your county? Prepare
a list of questions o ask the direcior or curator.
= Yourcourthouse may have records ol births, deaths, and
land ownership.
»  jre there black churches, businesses, or olher organiza-
Uens in your commmundty now? Ask for their help.
= liyou have a County Historian, invite libm or her to help
you find sther sources of black history In your county.
= Ask everyone you contacl, If they know of resources
elsewhere in the siale,

1 wou [ind new inlormabion, be sure lo amange for
coples ol your lindings to be deposited with your ilsrary and
historical sockety. Let us know, toao!
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Researching the Roberts Family

Only a small portion of the Roberts family
tree is reproduced here. The complete document
records five generations beginning in the 1700s.
Information on the family tree came from the
hundreds of personal documents that were kept,

Quotations from

A legal document, Free Papers of Dolphin Robers,

March 10, 1828, Horthamplon County, North Caroling
This is to certifiy that | James Davis* of the County
and State aforsaid, have known Dolphin Roberts the
Bearer gf this Certificate_from a child, and that T
also hove known Willis and Martha Roberis his
parents for upwards of Twenty five Years and They
were then called and § believe them (o be at this
time called free peaple . . . The said Dolphin Roberts
i5 about Twenty four years of age aboul six feet
high, Strait Black hair Black eyes, rather light
comiected for a Mulalio . . .

=& while neighbor and friend.

A letter, February 1, 1830, James Davis®, Northampion
County, Horth Carolina 1o Willis Roberts, West Liberty,
Rush County, Indiana

. was Sorry to find your family had been very
Sirk tho on the mend, & yel sorryer o hear that you
wore so much dissatisfied with the Counbry poudare
in, . .. I hope you will use ypowr wimost (o reconsile
your self as thier is no doubt bt if will be the belter
Jor yowr Childrern . . .

A lettar, no date_ James Roberis, Indiana to Elias Aoberts,
Marth Caralina

. . . Etias {&] Prissilar | f[never] hove got inny answoeor
[rom the letter | sent you about last Crismas I want
to no whether you got il or ng . . . | have live this
year like I wont (o leiv as (o eating for | hav had a
plenty and some to spar and | ecspel (o mak
aplenty this year for [ have got aplenty of hogs now
and [ wonf to no if you think that I shod be betier of
thar then I am here . . .

A letter, March 17, 1833, Ransgom Aoberts, Northampton
County, North Caralina to Willls Roberts and James
Roberts, Aush County, Indiana

. . . prisilar Roberts haed a great sun bom oCioher
last by the name of Willis and lioe aboul eighi weiks
an dide to long James Roberts | may in_form you
that your farther is very loe in dead at the pint of
death he Can not stand it muCh longer . . .

then gathered, and preserved by family mem-
bers. Parts of a few of those documents have
been guoted here to show some details of the
lives of these black pioneers. The family tree was
compiled by Dr. Carl G. Roberts.

the Documents

A latter, August 10, 1833, Hansel Roberts, Northampton
County, North Caralina to James Roberts, Henry County,
indiana

v oo Dl inform that your farther died the 215t day
of June last, I will State (o you that I was with him

from the first (o lasi as long as he lived and hope

put him auway in as decend maner s was in our
poLYer, . .

A receipt, September 4, 1846, Daniel Oncall to Elijah
Aoberts, Noblesville, Hamilton County, Indlans

This is o ceriify thatl I have this doy sold to Eljja
raberts Manlel clock and do agree iff said clock fail to
coop good time for one year with proper regulation
and good usage to either repair said clock or furnish
one of asimilior kind . . .

A letter, August 25, 1852, Willis Roberts, Van Buren
County, Michigan io Stephen Roberis, Boxley, Hamilton
County, Indiana

. .. I ant giting along very fast But i am doing very
wedl . . . the most money thal I eper mad thar clear
was fifly dollars when [ was in my prim and lost
year whal I mad clear was one hundre and sixdy
dollars in this couniry . . . uwe can Live all Joining if
you was hear . . . sixly achors on the road can Be
Bart for three hundred dollars and fore years to pay
...

Ell Archey
Jerrming af
Beoch
Saettlerruend,
Rush
Ciowaruty).
cirea 19100

fraclicersa: Hispoienl Seeieil. egalior C4308

Souirces for the family troe: Roberts Setilement Collection, copies,
Inciana Dielsion, Indiona State Library; Vineent. 4 frican-Americans, ™



James Roberts

Children of J & Roberts
Elias other Jonathan James, Jr. Kinchen
d. 1833 children d. 1820 d. 1826 b.1760-70
: d. 1820-30
| m. Mary [Scott) m. Kisa eland)
d. 1823 Chero French-
‘ Wealthy landowner Canadiah Mulalto.
in Morth Carolina, Lived at
P 1 Hill,
Hnrl; Carolina,
- Enndﬂlld’uqd James FAoberls
James | | Willis| || Hansel |[ Ransom other
(Leng Jim) | 1782 - 1846 | 1795 - 1870 | | children
m. Vinie m. Marthaling m. Prisclila (Hunt)  He and his
2 sons {Hunt) barn in 1785 - 1858 descendanis Grandehildren ol James Roberls
3 daughters MNorth Catelina. B sons/! daughter  remainad
Cama from Morth ~ Rented ol his m. Keziah (Corbin)  In North Carolina, Anthony l_
Carolina 1o Rush  13rm and fleh widow of Elijah. 1795 - 1898 [
County, indiana North Cafolina in  poved 1o Aush !|
in 1629, 1829. Seltied in  ounty, Indiana m. Betsy (Scott) from
Rush County, in May 1835, Morth Carglina,
Indiana. than 1o Bobers Cama 1o Rush Counly,
| Satitamant in indiana in 1830
October 1835, — e
Elijah }
. |
Great grandehlidren of James Roberts e | 1785 - 1848
Dalphin | ' Stephen A. Willis, Jr. other m. Kaziah (Corbin
b.1803 || b. 1814 b. 1817 | children who later
i m. Hansel
Moved 1o Rush m. Mary Davenpori = Came 1o Henderson
County, Indiana {Scott) 1818-1505. Ohio in 1825; then
in 1829 with his to Aush County in
fauihat. then on to 1830; then to Roberis
Roberts Setilement. Settlemant in Hamilon
Ciounty
other -
YOU Become the Researcher! children

on page 6.

* Carefully read any gquolation

Eemember that

spelling was based on whai
was heard, so try reading out
loud and write down the pas-
sage in standard spelling.

* Locate on the family tree the
individuals mentioned.

* Whal does Lhe gquotation tell
you aboul each person's life?
Find as much other informa-

tion as you can on these pages
and page 10 about those people.

* Do the same for each quola-
tion, perhaps dividing into
groups and reporting out (o
the whole class,

* How does life today differ? How
would you react now Lo such
situations? What loday might
equal the documents or the
situations on these pages?

Harnilicn Counsy
Flush Couniy

L




The 1851 Constitution and the Negro Register

Article 13 of the 1851
Indiana Constilution stated
“Thalt il shall notl be lawiul for
any negro or mulatto to come
into, settle in, or become an
inhabitant of the State.”
People of color living in Indi-
ana before Article 13 was
ratified were allowed to stay.

The Constitution said laws
should be passed Lo carry oul
the provision, known as the
exclusionary clause. The act—
or law—excerpted to the right,
was approved June 18, 1852,

The excerpl from the Ohio
County Negro Register is an
example of how the law was
carried out. The Indiana State
Archives, which supplied this
document, has registers for
only four counties: Clark,
Franklin, Ohio, and Swilzer-
landd.

The Indiana Supreme
Court invalidated Article 13 in
186G,

See. 3. It shall be the diity af each eferk
gf the said ciroul courts to provide a
suilablic book, o be colled the register
gf nexgroes and rrlafioes, inwhich he
shall record the name, age, descrip-
tior, place of birth and residence af
each and eveny mudatto who may
present himsel or herself before him
Jor the purpose of being registened,
and also, the nomes gf the witnesses
by whorn the dghl gf sich negre or
il (o resicle 0 the State of Indi-
ana shall have been prooen,

“An Act to Enforce the Thirteenth Article of the Constitution®

See, 5, Whaen ﬂ'lnri&hfq_fﬂlg:ﬂ.nﬂl
negre of mulatle shall have been

proven tothe satisfactionof such elerk,
hir shall register the said negro or
mulntio tn his regtster of negroes and
mlalaflodes, and shall also Esue fo siuch
nepro o ridafio o cerfilficale, wnder
the seal of the sald court, and atfested
by such clerk, setiing forth the facts
contained n such rogister; which cer-
tificate shall be conclusive evidence of
thiz facts therein stated | .. and shaill
Ber (ssued o such negro or mulolio
ettt eharge,

YOU Review the Sources

= Read the excerpis lmom the 1852
act o understand what the Negro
Register is.

= Given how many Negro Regisiers
we have today, do we know how the
law was enforced slalewide?

= Read the Negro Register entries.
What information is given about
the persons being registered? What
doyou think it must have felt like to
be interviewed and examined in

such a manner?

* Why are Negro Registers valu-
able primary sources?

» Today all Americans are required
by local, state, and federal laws Lo
regisier for certain things., For ex-
ample, when a male turns 18 years
of age, he must register with his
local draft board. Can you think of
other registrations that Americans
are required to perform®
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Against All Odds

Early black settlers of Indi-
ana did not have the legal rights
of white males. They could not
vote, serve in the militia, testify
in court, or educate their chil-
dren in public schools. One
thing they could do. il they could
afford it, was to own land. Liv-
ing guietly in small communi-
ties, free blacks sought all from
life that their while neighbors
did. They wanted to be with
their families in their own homes
and raise crops on their own
land. They wanted to practice
their religion and educate their
children. They wanted Lo live,
prosper, and grow old in peace.
They asked only for Lthe oppor-
Lunity to do so.

This was possible for some
black families for a time in Indi-
ana because blacks themselves
were willing to work hard for a
better life, Quakers, an orga-
nized religious group that sought
humanitarian treatment of the
oppressed, also played a role in
helping black communities.

With the ever Increasing
numbers of blacks moving narth
inthe early 1800s, came a grow-
ing anti-black sentiment in In-
diana. Whites were afraid of
being outnumbered by blacks, ]
Also, as land became scarce,
whites resented black land own-
ers. Laws insured thatl blacks
remained in their subordinate
position in white society.

There was a continuing de-
bate in Indiana and the nation
between slavery and anti-sla-
very supporters. The Fugitive
Slave Law in 1850 caused ex-

treme hardships for some
blacks, but apparently few Indi-
ana blacks lelt their homes seek-
ing safety. Some Indiana blacks
risked their own freedom to help
escaping slaves.

Many Indiana citizens were
anti-black. Some felt that the
best place for blacks was in
Africa. Federal and state laws
were passed o encourage colo-
nization to Liberia in Africa. Al-
though some blacks chose to
migrate, the majority of blacks
throughout the nation opposed
colonization. Blacks in Indiana
and elsewhere mel in conven-
tions and passed and published
resolutions against colonization.
Having been born in the United
States, blacks considered them-
selves Americans.

The fallure of colonization
and other repressive measures
rested linally with blacks them-
selves, who were determined to
contral their own destinies. Most
blacks remained in free states,
refusing to be intimidated and
made productive lives for them-
selves and their families.

Available sources do not
clarify how many blacks left or
entered the state during this
period, bul census figures sup-
port a stable population. In
1850, there were 11,262 [ree
blacks recorded In the census
in Indiana. Only Benton,
Marshall, Pulaski, and Starke
countles had no recorded free
blacks. The 1B60 census indi-
cates that there were 11.428
free blacks in Indiana.2

During the Civil War, 1,537

Indiana blacks served in the
Union army. Many were part of
the "gallant™ Twenty-elghth
United States Colored regi-
ment.3?

A= their histories reveal,
Indiana’s black settlers have
created a valuable legacy for
this state and for the nation.
There are more histories to be
located to enrich that legacy.

Notes

ICrenshaw, “Bury Me in o Froe
Land,” p, 34.

iGregory 5. Rose, “The Distribu-
tion of Indiana’s Ethnle and Racial Mi-
norities in 1850.° Indlana Mogazine ol
History, Vol 87 [Seplember 1991), pp.
252-53.

Indiana in the War of the Rebel-
flon (Indianapolis: Indiana Historieal
Bureau, 1960, reprint], p. 10; Emma
Lou Thombrough, The Negro (n [ndb
ana; A Study of a Minorily {Indianapo-
lis: Indiana Historical Bureau, 1957],
e B41-42,

Sources:  Infervbew with Wilma Gibbs,
Progrom Archivtst, ndiana Historical
Soctefy; Crevishaw, “Bury Me in a Free
Land.”
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. ' 1818 Congrass authonizes
s Toir  Neaionization in Alrica by Iy —
Thwading Fimefine black Amsncans. Trmaling :
s Cend Ga back one space Card a
1850 Fug- E
tiva Siave 'r"i?‘
Law allows] Timelime m
slave hunl- Card —
ers b0 cap- L] ﬂ
ture  lres ’ ’ 1TET Morih-
blacks Go Tuke Tl wasl Ordi- qu
bock threa Tiraeline Timeline m
- mance pro-
SEEERE Ciand Cierd hibls  sle
vary in tha E m
Morthwaat
HOME Tarritary, u t
FREE Advance m
Take E n
‘Timwling O m
- To
; 1888 Tha Thirleant Amaend- =N
.r I_r |'r
'.?Tn':'?:nr fant of i Lirind oo 'JTH.:.I";‘:TM "il"-l::::ﬂ-t
> Consghuban ness all bladcs ; - m
Card Achvances bwo spaces. Card C =
Photocopy and enlarge game board and timeline cards. Paste game board and .E
cards on heavy paper. Shuffle timeline cards before playing. Deslgn your own
game plece, roll a die to move around the board, and follow instructions in the . w
squares. Read timeline cards out loud. The object i to try to get the black :
families “home free” to Roberts Settlement. Reshuffie timeline cards as needed. START

Maoke additional timeline cards waing facts about your own local history.

Souroes

Fryfermicitiom has Baei deroed fram Vincenl “Afmcan-Amenicans, * and other standard sownces.
Thie timistine on poge 7 of the Fobruary 1992 fndiono Junior Historien ghies mose fiarmation on sorme cuents,

1816 The first Indisann Con-
stitulion prehibils slavery,
Advance one space.

1830 Elijah and Anthony
Robiertas arrive al Beech
Setllement in Rush County,
el iania,

Advance one Space.

1835 Eljahand Hansel Rob-
erts and Micajah Walden go to
Indianapalis o purchase tnl-
ttal land for Roberts Setile-
menl Advance too spases.

1843 Public schools in
Indiana are restricted to
white children only.
Go back two spaces,

1820 Elijah Roberis gets
free papers In MNorth Care-
liruo e begins to plan jowr-
ney to the Ohio frontier.
Advance one space.

1830 Willis Roberis makes
the [irst kand purchase by a
black setiler in Ripley Town-
ship, Bush County.
Adbvance one space.

1835 The [mmilles of Rob-
erts and Waklen come o
Roberts Seltlement.
Adhvance bwo spaces,

1851 Mew Indlana Con-
stitution prohibits blacks
from seltling in Indiana.
Go back two spaces,

1824 Indianm Fugitive Slave
Law allows munawsy skaves
to be caught and refume:d
to thelr owners,

o back one space,

1831 Indiana General As-
sembly requires that all
blacks in Indiana pay $500
banad,

Cias back bwo spaCes,

1840 The population of
Beech Seilllemenl reaches
400 peaple,

Advance one space.

1852 Hlacks in Indiana
required to register with
county clerk.

Go back two spaces.

1828 Long Jim and Willis
Roberts and their families
move o Henry Counly, In-
tHanza,

Achrance one space.

1833 Eighteen black set-
tlers had purchased 1,563
acres In Beech Settlement.
Adlvance one Space.

1840 The black population
at Roberts Setilement is es-
tmated to be ¥-10 families
with 50-T5 people.
Advance two spaces.

1866 Indiana Supreme
Courl invalidates Article 13
of the 1851 Constitution.
Advance three spaces.
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A n Apple for Everyone

Student Reading

* Felton, Harold W, Mumber: The
Siory Of Ellzabeth Freeman. New
York: Dodd, Mead and Company,

1870,

This k5 a true story of how a skave
won her freedom In the courts of the
state of Massachuseiis in 1781,
Although the story does not Lake
place in Indiana. it is a very readakble
story aboul free blacks. Recom-
mended for intermediale readers.

« Winter. Jeanetle. Follow The
Drinking Gourd. Mew York: Alfred A.
Knopl, 18988,

All ages will enjoy this beawtifully
lustrated work about blacks escap-
Ing slavery by traveling north and
following the stars.

Advanced Reading

¢ Crenshaw, Gwendolyn oJ. “Bury Me
in e Free Loandd®: The Abolitionist
Mopemeil in Indiana, [816-1885.
Indianapolis: Indlana Historieal
Bureaw. 1986,

This is an excellent source for
informallon concerning Lthe abolition-
=t movement in Indiann. The work
ks balanced and readable. Chaplers
include: the colontzation movement,
underground railroad, relevant slave
laiws and Lhe Emancipation Procla-
malion, This well-annotated work is
siitable for secondany and adult
readers. Also see Of Special Inter-
est on this page.
= Harrilllen Cocnty ntenm Report.
Indiana Historie Sites and Struciures
Invenlary. Ann C. Davis, Survey
Coordinator, Indianapolis: Hisloric
Landmarks Foundation of Indkna
and Indiana Department of Matural
Resources, |99,

This interim report is one of many
produced by Historic Landmarks,
which has surveyed approximately
two thirds of the state. These Interim
reporis locate historle sites and
stmuctures geographically and
provide historie context. Avallable at
state headguarters of Historie

Landmarks, 317-638-4534.
= Thombrough, Emma Lou. Sinee
Emancipation: &4 Short Histony of
Indiano Negroes, [8G63- 1967, Indiana
Drivislon Amerdcan Megro Emancijpa-
tion Centennial Authority, | 1963],
This excellent 98 page book is
avallable from the Indiana Historeal
Bureau and s sultable for secondary
and adult readers. Thormbrough
presenis some background for the
abolitonist movement.
* Thornbrough, Emma Low, The
Negro in Indiarna: A Siedy of a
Minorfty. Indlanapolis: Indiana
Historical Bureau. 1957,
Thombrough |s one of the leading
experis in Indiana black history. An
excellent general source for the
p|=|.'.|r.'r|:| up o 18900, Suitable lor
secondary and adult resders,
= Vinecent, Stephen A, “African-
Americans In the Rural Midwest: The
Crigins and Evolution of Beech and
Roberts Settlements, ca, | 760- 1900.°
Fh.Iy, diss., Brown University. 15961,
This disseriation traces the growth
of the Roberts amily and (s praperty
haoldings, from Morth Carelina to
Indiana. and provides information on
legal, civil. and economic condilions,
It ks an important adedition 1o the
history of blacks in Indiana,

Of Special Interest

The lollowtng exhibils concerning
black Hoosier history may be bor
roveed al no cozl [returmn :hl'pplng
regjiired] from the Indiana Humani-
ties Council, 31 7-038- 1500, Each
exhibil ncludes writlen materials,
¢ “Burny Me ina Froe Land = The
Abolitionist Movemerd in Indiama,
18161865 . An exhibit that 11hss-
trales the conllict over blacks and
slavery, defines Lthe options consid-
ered, and shows the resulls of
decsions made in Indiana IJ'|:r|:|1.I.g11
the end of ihe Civil War.
= This Far By Faith: Block Hoosier
Herttage., A photographie exhibit
including aver 50 photographs o

evenils, people, and places of Impor-
tance in Indiana history, A boollet
by Emma Lou Thombrough accom-
panies the exhibit

* The Indiana Historical Soclety has
an extensive eollecllon of black
history resources. Black Historny
fews & Notes 15 published quarterly
by the Soclely and contains a wealth
all informatlon on blacks In Indiana.
Special thanks to Wilma Gibbs,
editor and program archivist, for her
asslstance and cooperalion,

* The Roberis Seitlement Collection,
loeated in the Indiana Diviston of the
Indlana State Library, contalns
photocoples of papers, deeds, letlers,
and other papers of the Roberts
family in Morth Caroling and Indlana.
The original doecuments are localed
in the Library of Congress, Washing-
lon, DnLC.

* County histories and spectal local
publications may contain a wealth of
rebevant Information. There are too
many works (o list here, bul seek
help from librarkes and historical
organizalions regarding specific local
resources, including specialized
collections or muSsums.

Black Genecalogy Resources

¢ Linder, Bill R. Black Genealogy:
Basic Steps lo Research. Nashville:
American Assockation for State and
Local History, Technbeal Leaflet 135,
issued as part of Histony News, Vol
A6, no, 2 [February 198]1].

« The lollowing cllations are from
Black History News & Nodes: Harrls,
Willlam O. “Black Ancestral Research
in the Indiana State Library.” May
1985; “Researching Your Family
History.” Movember 1992; Robbins,
Coy D. "Digging for Black Roots in
Indiana.” August 1981; Scotl, Jean
Sampson. “The Hurdles of Afro-
American Genealogleal Research.”
May 1885,
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Indiana Historical Bureau
140 Morth Senate Avenue
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

e
HB

Indiana Historical Bureau
STATE OF INDIANA

Monprofit Ceg.
L. 5. Poslage
PAID
Indianapalis, I
Parmit Mo, 4058

The Indiana Historical Bureau was created in
1915 tocelebrate the centennial of statehood. ILis the
duty of the Historical Bureau to edit and publish
documentary and other material relating to the his-
tory of the state of Indiana, to promote the study of
Indiana history, and to work with others engaged in
such pursuits, The Historical Bureau provides books,
educational resources, and programs for students
and teachers. Several are listed below. The Bureau
also directs the Historical Marker Program and the
care of the Governors” Poriraits Collection.

* BROADSIDES produces supplemental educational
materials based on primary sources for teaching
Indiana history. Student packels encourage aclive
participation and skills development with possible
integration in various grades and subjects. An
extensive teacher guide provides ready information
and teaching resources.

* Indiana Close Up is a high school local government
program affiliated with the national Close Up Foun-
dation. This participatory annual event encourages
study and discussion through the Jefferson Meeling
on the Indiana Constitution.

* Indiana History Day cncourages siudents grades
4 - 12 to research and prepare papers, exhibits,
performances and media presentations onan annual
historical theme. An emphasis on original research
and interpretation allows students Lo experience the
excitement of discovering or developing skills and
interests that enrich their education and their lives.
It i3 part of the National History Day network,

* REACH—Resources Educating in the Arts. Culture,
and History—is a dynamic program that utilizes ar
and objects Lo stimulate dialogue and provide hands-
on experiences, exploring not only the arts bul also
the culture and history of Indiana. Iis aris-in-
education basis encourages on-going planning for
involving community resources in the school.

The Indiana Junior Historical Soclety is a network
of history clubs for students in grades 4 - 12, Locally
sponsored clubs initiate and participate in activities
which encourage the study of Indiana history, often
oulside the classroom. The Indiana Junior Historical
Sociely program is administered by the Indiana
Historical Society, 315 Wesl Ohio Street. Indianapolis,
IN 46202; 317-232-1882.

The Inedlana Jurlor Historian is published nine times
each school year by the Indiana Historical Bureau, Stale
af Indiana. It s distributed to members and sponsers of
the affiliated clubs of the Indiana Junior Historieal
Soclety of which the Indiana Historlcal Bureau is a co-
SPONSOT,

This publication is copyrighted, and no parl of It may
be reproduced in any way for profit withoul express
permission of the [ndiana Historical Bureau. Reproduc-
Uon of activity pages and other materials by teachers for
in-class use |s permitied.

The publication is provided free (o school media
centers and public libraries throughout the stale, Indl-
vidual subscrplons are avallable lor §7.50 per year

This materal is available ta visually impalred patrons
in audio format courtesy af the Indiana History Project
of the Indiana Historical Society. Tapes are available
ithrough the Talking Books Program of the Indiana Stale
Library: contact the Talking Books Program, 317-232-
avoz,

Single coples are avallable for 85¢ each plus shipping
and handling. Classroom seis [a mintmum of 20 coples
af an lsue) of back ssues beginning with the September
1991 isswe are avallable for 30 per copy plus shipping
mnd handling, Prices valid through December 31, 1983,

Contributing Editors

Carole M. Allen, Janine Beckley,
Faula Bongen, Alan Conant, Dani B, Pfall,

Virginia L, Terpening




